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LETTER. 



T\f the Members of the First Pewish in Hingkam^ in meeting 
assembled: 

Brbthren — ^Desirous that those who worship one commoQ 
Father, and are friendly to the Christian Religion, though of 
different sects and denominations, may live in the most perfect 
charity and harmony, and in the unity of the spirit of the Gos- 
pel, I have thought it would well become this Parish, among 
the earliest founded in the land, and the earliest and steadiest 
in maintaining order and peace among themselves, to propose 
a measure of conciliation and kindness towards all the other 
religious societies in our town. 

The proposal suggested I would respectfully flubmit to the 
Parish in this fbrm : 

Will it be agreeable Co this Parish for their Minister to pr<^ 
pose exchanges of pulpit services^ occasion ally, with the Hinie- 
ters of all the other Parishes, or Religious Societies, in the 
Town! 



Should this proposal not meet the general approbation of the 
Parish^ or should it give serious displeasure to any, I should 
not wish to press it with urgency. 

My wish is that this Parish and their Minister, may, in all 
things, set an example worthy of the Christian spirit and char- 
acter; that, whilst firm in integrity, they may be ready to 
extend to others the charity and liberality they may reasonably 
hope to meet /rom others. 

Regardless of our different views of religion—- on various 
occasions of deep and solemn interest, we meet and mingle in 
the joyous sympathies of life, and lift up to the Being who gave 
us the power to praise, our united, grateful hearts and voices. 

In the house of mourning we meet, and there unite in pay- 
ing the tribute of affection to the memory of the departed. 

We walk together to commit the loved shade to its last 
repose. Would it not be profitable to improve other occasions 
to hush the dissentions and discords that mingle unhappiness in 
this brief life? 

Whatever may be the result of the proposal now submitted, 
to my own mind it will be a satisfaction to know, that we have 
endeavored to perform a duty of conciliation and kindness to- 
wards those for whom we entertain no other than sentiments 
of true regard. 

With much pleasure, I remember, that this Parish has ever 
accorded to their minister an unrestricted liberty in respect to 
exehanges. Yet an expression of their approbation, that their 
minister should extend ministerial exchanges, more liberally 
than has been customary between the ministers of the religious 



societies of the town, would relieve hxin of a responsibility that 
properly belongs to the Parish, to whose improvement, and for 

whose benefit, the pulpit and the public worship have been con- 
secrated. In bonds of Christian love, 
You devoted servant, 

JOSEPH RICHARDSON. 
Hingham, March 4, 1845. 

At a legal meeting of the members of the First Parish^ in 
Hingham, March 4, 1845, the foregoing communication of the 
Rev. Joseph Richardson, was presented and read, and it was 

Vaiedf To refer its consideration to a Committee of fifteed 
persons, to report thereon, to the Parish on some Sabbath after 
meeting. 

The following gentlemen were chosen to constitute that 
Committee, viz : - 

Solomon Lincoln, Benjamin Parker, Scarlet Hudson, 
John K. Corbett, Charles Fearing, Benjamin Thomas, 
Caleb Hobart Jr., Nehemiah Ripley, Elijah Burr, Thom- 
as Loud, Jedidiah Lincoln, Luther Stephenson, David 
Fbarino, Charles Gill, and Martin Fearino. 

Attest : 

Jas. S. Lewis, Clerk of the First Parish. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Members of the said Fir«t 
Parish, held March 9, A. D. 1846, the above named Committee 
presented the following Report^ which was read and unanimous- 
ly accepted. 
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The Committee to whom was referred a communication made 
to the Parish at its last annual meeting, by Rev. Mr. Richard- 
son, our Pastor, on the subject of exchanges of ptilpit services 
with the ministers of the other religious societies, in this town, 
respectfully 

REPORT, 

That the subject of the Pastor's communication has engaged 
the serious attention of the Committee; but from iraricnis caiiB* 
es a report has been delayed so long, that they have ventured 
to present it, in the first instance, to the Parish, at the annual 
meeting, for deliberate consideration, especially as such a course 
will not preclude its being read to the Congregation on the 
Sabbath, as originally contemplated. 

Waiving any discussion of the relative rights of ministers. 8^4 
people on the subject of the control of the pulpit, a topic sug- 
gested by the deference paid by our pastor to his people in his 
communication to the Parish, we content ourselves with re- 
marking that this religious society has never expressed a wish 
to exercise any control over ministerial exchanges ; preferring 
to leave the pulpit firee, to be filled in such manner as the dia* 
cretion and convenience of our Pastor should dictate. 

In replying to his communication, we propose at once to 
speak of the prominent facts connected with our relations to 
the other Societies in this town, feeling no distrust ^ the man- 
ner in which we ought to treat the subject, impressed as we are 
with the weight of obligation restii;^ upon us to do all that a 
conscientious regard for duty requires, to promote the Caus^ of 



christian charity and truth. We intend to express our feelings 
and sentiments in language so plain, as, if possible, to avoid 
mistakes or misapprehension. 

As the oldest Society in this town, and ** among the earliest 
founded in the land/' we have a great duty to perform, to take 
good care that our example shall be what it ought to be, full of 
kindness and conciliation. This Parish is now two hundred 
and ten years old. The labors of its five Pastors, Hobart, 
Norton, Gay, Ware and Richardson, cover a period of more 
than two centuries, and the last mentioned is now in the fortieth 
year of his ministry. Since the organization of this Parish, five 
other religious societies have been formed within the present 
limits of this town ; and nearly or quite all of them derived a 
large portion of their members, at the time of their establish^ 

ment, from this society. 

1- 

To speak of them in their order : The Second Parish or 
Soeiety has always entertained ireligioua opinimis ainilaf .to our 
owd. It wa» f<^med about a ceatury. since, in tlie midst of the 
miniflljryof Df^OAY. Between their first Pa8t(Hr,Dr. Shittb^ 
wbo wa0 diBtitigni^bed for many exfidleot ^iditiea^ which are 
ornamental to the clerical character, and our veneialed 6at^ 
''whose praise was in all the chuxches/' thei^e was* & frieadly 
inteicourse during tbeir kmg aijid useful ministries. In Dr. 
Shute's <]^scourse at the funeral of his deceased friend, he 
a^aks in the most impressive terms of the great qualities which 
marked his character, and of the long and uninterriq>ted fiieadp 
ship which subsisted between them. 
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There was a suspension of pulpit exchanges between Dr. 
Shute's successor (Rev. Mr. Whitney) and our present Pas- 
tor, which, however, were happily renewed before the decease 
of the former, and, as we believe, with the cordial approbation 
of the people. Our present relations to that Society and their 
Pastor (Rev. Mr. Russell) are of the most friendly character, 
and, we trust, will not again be interrupted. Entertaining like 
views of the Christian religion, we wish not to forget that we 
can have but little of its spirit without charity, and few of its 
fruits without peace. 

The Third Society was founded under circumstances yet 
fresh in the recollection of a few members of the Committee. 
It was composed of persons who withdrew on account of the 
setdemei^t of our present Pastor. A large portion of both So- 
cieties who took an active part in promoting or exposing bis 
settlement have deceased, and nearly forty years have elapsed 
since that eTent. We have no desire nor intention to go into 
an examination of the unfortunate difficulties which have been 
so injurious m their consequences to the civil, social and re- 
ligious interests of this community. Many of us were too 
young' tb^partidpate in the Controversy, and we have no desire 
to revive it 

But we look at things as we find them, after a period has 
elapsed covering the largest part of half a century ; and after a 
carefid survey of the whole ground, and of every fact in the case, 
which, upon any principle of Christian Charity, can be admit- 
ted to have any weight in such an examination — we present 
this state of facts : 
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We fiad two neighboring Societies, composed of members 
associated in the daily walks of life on terms of friendly inter- 
course, intimately connected by their various worldly interests, 
bound together by ties of blood and intermarriage— entertaining 
and professing the same religious q>ini(Mis, so far as we under- 
stand them, and yet from some cause not very well understood 
by us, no intercourse between these Societies, as such, is permit- 
ted to take place ; n<me of the usual marks of Christian Mow- 
ship are interchanged between them; and they are in some 
respects as wide apart as if entertaining the most opposite and 
antagonist religious prejudices — when, in point of fact, upon 
all the great points.of Christian truth there is a perfect harmony 
in their sentiments. 

We have said that we shall not go into a history of causes 
which could legitimately produce this state of things— indeed, 
we know of no adequate cause for it, to be found in any mc}i 
history ; and we now unanimoosly declare that we know of np 
sulScient and justifiable reason why these two neighboring, So- 
cieties should not, as such, be upon the most .friendly terms of 
Christian intercourse, and why their respective Pastors shoQl4 
not show to each other the usual courtesy of Christian Felloif- 
ship, by an exchange of pulpits. 

If it is supposed by any one out of this Society, that there 
are any obstacles, hindrances or opposition in the First Parish, 
to a more friendly or Chrbtian relation between these two 
Societies and their Pastors, we believe that such are in great, 
error. We disclaim fully and freely, any motive, feeling, pre- 
judice or desire, which should prevent an interchange between 
2 
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^ these pftrishes, of the same friendly fedings, in all dieir pnUic 
relations, which are felt and expressed by their m^nbers to- 
wards each other in the relations and intercourse of private Klfe. 
And the Committee feel it to be their dnty to say, that they 
hdieve, tohen there shall be expressed by the Third Society 
and their Pastor, vie^ of this snbject, and of their relations tb 
the First Parish, similar in their character and spirit to those 
hereilft expressed by us, that no obstacle would or could remain 
to prevent the consummation proposed and desired by omr 
Pastor. 

The Comihiecee h^e thus expressed their own opkiicmSy mi 
trust that they may receive the approbation ef the Pariili. Jt 
there are any in the community who do not nnd^stand, or wli6 
'misrepresent us, let the f<»rmer be ailightened, and the ktter 
'rebuked. And if there should be no response to whi^ we he^ 
lieve to be the genefd feeling otoat own Parish, we must place 
our Reliance upcHi the hope that a century may obliterale im- 
pressions and correct <^i6ns which nearly half that period 
'Adl l(ave beeli unaMe to efface — ^impressions and opiniooB 
iMih Ire appreh^id cannot be maintained for a moment, when 
tri^oaght to the searching tedts c^ the Yeligion we profess to 
support. 

We repeat, that we are not aware of any justifiable reason 
tfer ihe continuance of the existing state o( things ; and we be> 
^lieVe it'to be our duty, and the duty of every good citizen, who 
'ffeels ttity prq^r regard for the character of this ancient town*— 
'€^ every believer of the truths of Christianity, and of every trae 
Hfriend of Christian institutions, to do all that is possible. 
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Bistent with truth, to root out every vestige of the evil wkioh 
has been too long continued among us. 

There are, also, in this town, besides the three Societies of 
Unitarians, one of Methodists, one of the Baptist and one of 
the Universalist denomination. These also, are made up of 
our neighbors and friends. By some of them, we suppose, we 
are regarded as believing too much, and by others, too little. 
Our own opinion is, that the points upon which we differ are 
of far less importance than those in which we agree ; and that, 
if we thought more upon our agreements, and less upon our 
clifferences, we should all be better men, better citizens, and 
far better Christians. 

We have no doubt that if exchanges were to be ccmdoeted 
between ministers of all denominations, in the right temper dmi 
spirit— ^if each should deem the occasion of such exchanges fit 
<^p<Nrtunities to set fi»th with deamess and Ibsee the gveat 
truth, which the late eminent Dr. Arnold, of the ^^i4» 
Church, regarded as the '^ very troth of truths," viz : that 
** Christian unity and the perfecticm of Christ's Church are Vfh 
dependent oi thedogical. articles of opuiimi, conning of a oet* 
taii^ moral state and moral and religious, affections, which have* 
existed in good Christians of all ages and all commmiioiii aloiig^ 
with an infinitely varying proportion of * truth and errov**'— ii| 
such cases, exchanges of pulpits between ministers of differing 
opinions, might produce an immense change in thepresent ooof* 
dition of society, and stamp a new and beautiful impression 
upon the character of the age. 
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The Committee are not averse, and they venture to say, that 
the Parish is not opposed to hearing the great truths of Chris- 
tianity expounded occasionally to them by sincere believers of 
any denomination of Christians. We are not aware that any 
preacher of the Gospel was ever excluded from the pulpit of the 
First Parish, on any occasion, on account of his religious opin- 
icms ; and while we are prepared to admit that frequent and 
indiscriminate exchanges with all denominations might not 
tend, in some respects, to the edification of the peqple, yet we 
think that all would be pleased with any arrangement which 
should in the slightest degree promote Christian charity. 

As confirmatory of our views of a free pulpit, and as proof of 
the practical conformity of this Parish to them, we might cite 
the names of a large number of eminent clergymen, of different 
dtenominatioBS of Christians, who have preached in the pulpit 
of the First Parish, since the settlement of our present Pastor, 
embracing Methodists, Baptists, Restorationists, Calvinists, 
Epi8cq>aliaii8,'and others. 

Upon the princ^les which we have suggested, we have no 
objection to hearing our heigbdbors of differing denominalicms ; 
oa the contrary, we should be gratified, if those of our societies 
aiMl pastors who differ, as well as those who agree with us, in 
reli^oos s^timents, should, in a jiq[>irit of liberality and heaven- 
ly charity, concur with our wishes, and signify a willingness to 
offer to, or receive from us, the hand of fellowship in the true 
spirit of the rdigion of Jesus Christ. 

t The .Committee have thus, in a rapid manner,' s^ken of the 
existing state of things, and given expression to those views of 
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the subject of Mr. Richardson's communicationy in which 
they are unanimously agreed ; and if those views shall be such 
as the Parish sanction and approve, it is proposed that copies 
of the Pastor's Letter, of this Report, and of the Record of the 
Action df the Parish in relation thereto, be communicated to 
each of the other Religious Societies in town, through their 
respecting Pastors, — as a manifestation to them all of the feel- 
ings of the Pastor and People of the First Parish towards them, — 
commending the matter to the candid consideration of each, to 
determine what measures, if any, it may be their pleasure to 
adopt, to promote the great cause of Christian Charity and 
Truth in this community. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by <Hrder of the Com- 
mittee. 

SOLOMON LINCOLN. 

Hingham, March 9, 1846. 

At said meeting, it was 

Voted, To accept the foregoing Report, and that the Clerk 
be requested to furnish the Rev. Mr. Richardson with a suf* 
ficient number of copies of his Letter to the Parish, of the Re- 
port, and the Record of the Action of the Parish thereon, with 
a request that he ^mmunicate one copy thereof to each of the 
other Religious Societies in town, through their Pastors, to- 
gether with a copy of this vote. 

The foregoing are true copies — Attest : 

Jas. S. Lewis, Clerk of the First Parish. 
Hingham, March 9, 1846. 
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At the . fuumal meetuig of the Members of the First P^neh, in 
Hingham, k^d March 8, A. D., 1847, the foUowing Repcffi 
I preseiited uid read : 



The CommiUee of the First Parish, in Hinghaju, to whom 
was referred a l^Uex from their Pastor, addressed to the Fairish* 
March 4, i845, on the subject pf JUUnisterial Exchfmges, ipiow 
<^e|r this 



SHCOND BEPOBT. 



< The first U^port of this Cmmnittee was made to the P&rtsh 
at its annual meeting, held March 9, 1846, and was accepted. 
In comj^iahce with a recommesidation mfide in that Report, 
the Parish 

''V^iedi Tbat the Cl^k be requested to furnish the Rev. Mr. 
Richardson with a sufficient number of copies of his X^er 
to the Parish, of the Report, and the Record of the A^tioi^ of 
the Parish thereon, with a request thkt he communicate one 
copy thereof to each of the other Religious Societies in town,, 
thrpugh their Pastors, together with a copy of this vote.'' 

Agreeably to the foregoing request of the Parish, their Pastor 
CQmmunicated , to the several Societies, copies of the Letter, 
Report and Record, accompanied by a noH, a copy of which 
is hereto annexed. 

Mr. RicHABDsoN was also notified of a vote of this Parish by 
which this Committee were ^* requested to tnke suek fiuther 
acticminirelation thereto as m theit opinion circumstances may 
require.'^ 
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Communications were received by him from all the Religious 
Societies in town, excepting the Methodist Society, and they 
were delivered by him to this Committee, by their request, that 
they might be in possession of all the facts and circumstances, 
which, with reference to the vote last mentioned, miglit require 
further action. 

These sev^al coHamunications have been read to the Con- 
gregation of this Parish, by order of the Committee, and i^ipw, 
kfy their «lirection, they are annexed to this Report, in t^e or- 
der of their reception, and submitted to the die^sition of ikp 
Pitfisfa, without note or €<Hament. 

The C(Hnmittee, having siow, as they believe,, taken all aoic^ 
action in relation to the matters referred to them, as cdrcuiOf 
stances seein to buve requhed, respectfully ask leave to be dis- 
charged from the fiirtheff consideration of the subject. 
By order of the Committee. 

SOLOMON UNCOLN. 

Hingham, March 8, 1847. 

Voted^ To accept the foregoing Report. 

ViOed unmnrnausfy, That thd Ret. Mr. RiofiAft^aoN'^i l^ir 
ter to his Parish, on the sub^t <)f Ministerial £xobaiigei,,the 
Reports of il^Commilttee, and the Reicdrd-c^ihe AotAORt>f the 
Pariah thereon, together with the ^m^^ GonttiiiaicatiooB 
which have been received from ih% other Societiesi, in^his town, 
in rehitioa ito the subject, be printed Ibr tho me of the Parish, 
under the direction of the Parish Committee. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



Note of Rev. Mr. Richardson, referred to in the second 
Report of the Committee on Ministerial Exchanges: 

Hingham, Mardi 1846. 
Rev. 

Dear Sir — ^Agreeably to the request of the First Parish in 
Hingham, I have much pleasure in communicating to you the 
enclosed copy of a Letter addressed to the Parish, with the 
Report and record of their proceedings thereon, at their late 
annual meeting. In christian bonds, 

Very respectfully, your friend and brother. 
JOSEPH RICHARDSON. 

Hingham, April 3d, 1846. 
Rev. Mr. Richardson, 

Dear Sir — ^Your letter with a communication from your 
Parish afforded me much pleasure, as it gave evidence of a de- 
sire on the part of your people to second your endeavors to 
extend the iiq[>irit of Christian fellowship,' and cultivate that 
charity which is the life of the Gospel of our Blessed Redeemer. 

The communication was laid before the Universalist Society, 
and in accordance with their wishes I would say that it has 
long been the practice of clergymen of our ^nominatiim to 
exchange with others of a different faith, when solicited so to 
do, and that it would give us satisfaction to have a liberal epini 
pervade all the religious societies of this town. 
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With pl^asur^ therefore, I hold myself m v^^ineaaf tp ex< 
<bajig^ serviciss when it shall suit your conveniepce. 
Yours in the Gocqpe), 

J. W. TALBOT, 



So. Iliuj^am, J2 April I946. 

Hzr. JoSBPfi RiCQARDSON, 

Dear Sir — Enclosed is the copy of the auction of the 84 
P^ish relative to the proposals made to i^ through you 911 Mar. 
SO, 1846, which we haye the honor to ^a^smit i^.t^e nme qf 
the Second Parish. 

Re^ectfiilly, 

JOSEPH WILDER, 
PETER HERSEY JUN'R, 
JOHN L. RUSSELL, 



Committee 

Second 
Parish. 



To Messrs. Solo. Lincoln, Benja. Parker, Scarlet Ho^bmi, John 
K. Corbett, Chas. Fearing, Benja. Thomas, Caleb Hobart Jr., 
Nehennah Ripley, Elijah Burr, Thomas Loud, Jedidiah Lin« 
eeln, IiUther Stephenson, David Fearing, Chas. Gill and 
Martin Feariiig, Committee of 1st Parish, on the subject of 
mutual exchanges, &c. 

GentUmm — ^In answer to your communication of March 

30, 1846, fiurnished U3 by your Parish Clerk, relative to a pro- 

pQ9)Bi of exchange of pulpits with the several denomi^a^o^s pf 

Christians in this town, we respectfully 
REPLY, 
That % similar action was taken 0^ this subject at t^p 4ifr 

jj^LCt Parish jpeetingai of the Se^qnd Parish^ as follows^ vjiz; 
At t fe|al,mf»etii)| gf $h?,;S^ PWS^ W ^^h 8,,>§^,^pi 
2 
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" Voted, That the Parish are willing that the PastcH* elect 
exchange with ministers of all denominations, particularly with 
those of this town." — Parish Records p, 204. 

And at a legal meeting of the Second Parish on April 8, 
1837, 

*' Voted, To adopt the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Society, Christians of 
all denominations ought to fellowship together. 

Resolved, That in case we invite any minister to settle with 
us, we will request him so to fellowship." 

* Parish Records, p. 207. 

From the sentiments expressed in these votes and resolutions, 
the Second Parish have never seen fit to deviate at any subse* 
quent time, nor do they see any present reasons for change, so 
that they accordingly remain in force now. 
, Deeming any other action on this subject needless, we would 
remain very truly 

Your friends and Brethren in the cause of Christ, 

JOSEPH WILDER, ] Committee chosen 

PETER HERSEY JUN'R, > 'by the 2d Parish 
JOHN LEWIS RUSSELL,] to reply. 



Hingham, April 17th, 184di 
To the Rev. Jossph Richardson, Pastor of the First Coikg. 
Society in Hingham. ' ' "^ 

Rev. and Dear Sir — It has become my duty ta inform the 
members of the Parish of which you are Pastor, of certain 
resolves adopted by the Third Cong. Society, in reference td i, 
c<»nmamclti<m addressed to the^ by the Fim Pirisk inidtead 
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en Sunday the fifth of this month. These teocAves^ adopted on 
Sunday the twelfth of this month without a dissenting voice, 
are as follows : 

' Resohedf That, so far as there is expressed in the communi- 
eatioQ from the First Parish in this town to this Parish, read on 
Sunday April fifth 1846, a desire to live in peace, and to carry 
tlie principles of Christian justice and mercy into the common 
intercourse and relations of life, we cordially respond thereto. 

Resolved, That, in existing circumstances, to accept the prop- 
osition for an exchange of services between the ministers on the 
Lord's day would not be compatible with the welfare of this 
Society nor promote an increase of harmony either between 
these two Societies or in this town. 

Resolved, That the Pastor be requested to communicate these 
resolves to the First Parish through their Pastor. 

I wish to add, on my own authority, a few words, addressed 
to yourself and your Parish. I consider the question, with 
whom, and when, exchanges shall be made, as one, goierally 
within the exercise of the pastor's discretion, to be determined 
by his own convenience and his judgment concerning what is 
suited to edify the people and promote what he believes to be 
the object of Christian ministrations. For peculiar reasons, too 
obvious to be specified here, I have never felt the particular ex- 
change brought to view in the communication of the First Par- 
ish, to be within the exercise of my general and usual discre- 
tion. I wish it to be understood, however, that there is no 
obstacle to it in my own personal feelings. And I have nevw 
felt that I was denying the Christian name and charai^er to 
tkose with whom I have not exchanged. 
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There is an dbotacle, however, to the measure proposed to 
the (pinion of a portkni of the Third CoHg. Sbciety obnomfning 
the construction which might be put upon it. The g^icMlnds of 
that qpinion, it does not belong to me to present here, nor to 
pass any judgment upon their sufficiency or insufficiency. I will 
only say, that in this particular case, I should not feel justified 
1^ 4isr%af<l|Qg it by any summary exercise of my privilege and 
power AS the minister of a Parish, even if it wotb entertained 
only by a small minority. I infer from the tenor of Mr. Rich- 
ardson's communication to his parish, that he is prepared to 
do justice tp the feeling here expressed on my own part. I re- 
fer to his remark, that *' should his proposal not meet the gen- 
eral approbation of his parish, or should it give serious displea- 
sure to any, he should not wish to press it with urgency." 

Whatever may be the individual desire of any in the Third 
Society in regard to accepting the proposition made, provided it 
eould be dcme with general concurrence, we are united in think- 
ing that to entertlun it, while euch e{^rehen8io!ns exist as are 
very manifest and strong, wdtild not be one of the things which 
tnake for peace. It ought to be said however that those whose 
^position to it is most decided, generally, dndaim personal 
hostili^ as ills cause. They unite with others in the wish tot 
the preservatiom of peace among neighbors. They profess to 
wish ibr the maintenance of that kind E^hrit which is so essential 
to the happiness and virtue of persons mingling in daily intor* 
course, and vtiiich depends, perhaps, even more upon the pro- 
denoe and Chtistian conduct of the members of the respective 
societies than upon an exchange of pulpit services. To this 
end Jet 119 fiH COH>perate. I do not feel that I an act in Chri** 
tian fellowship with you, because I do not el^chanfe with yoa. 
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It has been and will be, among the highest pleasures ot my life, 
to labor with you for the promotion of any of the Christian 
objects dear to me. And for your happiness in all relations, 
for your welfare in the present and the future world you have 
iiy sincere prayer. 

Your Christian Friend and Brother, 
OLIVER STEARNS, 

Minister of the Third Cong. Society. 



Hingham, April 18, 1846. 
Dear Sir — Enclosed is a copy of the record of the action 
taken by the First Baptist Society upon the communication 
received from your Parish, and upon my reply, which k also 
enclosed, which I preferred to address to yourself personally. 
Respectfully yours, 

SERENO HOWE. 
Rev. JosKFH Richardson. 



Hingham, April 19th, 1846. 

A communication was presented to the First Baptist Society 
from the First Unitarian Parish in this town, and read by our 
IPastor. After which the Ibllowing resolutions were oflfered tod 
adopted : 

Whereas we have received a commttnicaticm from the First 
Unitarian Parish, in this town, upon the subject of an exchange 
with our Pastor. 

Whereas we have confidence in our Pastor that he will not 
violate those principles which should guide an Evangdicai iliin* 
ieter in his intercourse with ministeni of other deBomimttimv, 
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Therefore, 

Resohed^ that we see no occasion and have no desire to 
clrange our practice of leaving to our Pastor the care of his 
ministerial exchanges. 

Having listened to a reply (to a communication/ of the First 
Unitarian Parish) addressed by our Pastor to the ftev. Mr. 
Richardson, 

Resolved that we approve its principles and sustain our Pas- 
tor in the course he has concluded to adopt. 

Joseph Riplet, Clerk, of the First Baptist Society. 



HiNOHAH, April 1846. 

Respected Friend^ — ^The documents you put into my hands 
have received the attention their importance demands. Couch- 
ed in courteous and respectful terms, they require a coutteous 
and respectful reply. 

I appreciate the amiable spirit, which, I doubt not has actu- 
ated you in the course you have adopted, in reference to an 
exchange of pulpit services, with the ministers of the several 
congregations in this town. From that spirit I am persuaded, 
that you would not wish me to accept your invitation, if by so 
doing I should do violence to my ccmscientious convictions of 
duty. 

An exchange of pulpits between those who profess to be min- 
isters of the Goi^>el, seems to me, to be a declaration to the 
world, that there is an agreement, in the great fundamental 
doctrines of religion. We cannot consistently admit, to our 
pulpits, those who deny what we consider ^sential to Christian- 
ity. On this principle not a few of your denominaticm (your- 
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self among the number, if I mistake not) would decline an ex- 
change with Mr. Theodore Parker. I fear, that the same 
rule applies to the case now under consideration. I am bound 
to consider you an Unitarian and to be guided in my decision, 
by comparing the generally received opinions of the people with 
whom you stand connected, with what I understand to be the 
doctrines of the Bible. 

A bare mention of some points, upon which my Church and 
myself differ from your denomination, will show that we hold 
doctrines considered by us essential, which have no place in 
your Theology. 

From the teachings of the inspired volume we feel ourselves 
bound to believe in the Trinity, the Divinity of Christ, the Per- 
sonality and Divinity of the Holy Ghost, the Atonement, a Rad- 
ical change of Heart, in Regeneration, Experimental Religion, 
&c. These doctrines I consider fundamental. Any hope of 
salvation, held out to the sinner disconnected with them I deem 
a false hope and one liable to lead men down to eternal ruin. 
With these views could I open my pulpit to the denial of the 
doctrines named, or by exchanging say to the world, that I be- 
lieve the system which does not contain them is, in the essen- 
tials of Christianity sound ? 

Neither, my dear sir, do I think, that an exchange between us 
would tend to promote harmony. If we preached for each other, 
we must as honest men speak our minds. I feel myself bound 
to proclaim the sentiments above named wherever I preach. I 
have no sermons, in which, what I consider the evangelical 
system, is lost sight of. Therefore what I should preach one 
Sabb ath you must deny the next, and what of fundamental truth, 
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in my estimation, you should deny I should speedily assert 
Would this tend to promote peace between ourselves personally; 
would it promote peace between our people ? . 

We have lived together during the few years of my residencep 
in this town, in peace and harmony. We have not agri^ im 
opinion, but we have never made our differences, in religion, 
an occasion of angry contention between ourselves. 

May our friendly feelings never be less. I presume they will 
not Though so much your junior, in years, may I not be per- 
mitted to say, that it would give me unspeakable satisfaction to 
know, that you were possessed of precious hopes, like those 
which, by the grace of God, I cherish, reared upon the same 
basis. 

In conclusion, I feel myself in duty bound to say, that while 
I feel the kindness, on your part, which prompted an offer of 
exchange of pulpit services, I must respectfully decline. 
With much esteem and tespect, 
Truly yours, 

SERENO HOWEL 

Rev. Joseph Richardson. 



The fiNregping are true cqpies of the originals Qow in mj 
possession. 

JAMES S. LEWIS, 

Clerk of the First Pariah in Hiogham. 
Ha^ghan, MsKb 16| 1847. 
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